
 

 

Strategies for Subtraction 
Finding the difference between two numbers 

 using a number line 

 

400 – 164 = n 

Switch your equation to addition: 
 

164 + n = 400 
 

Start with 164 and end with 400 on your number line 

Use landmark numbers to make “jumps” 

  

   

                 + 6              + 30                        + 200 

           164           170                  200                      400 
Last step: add your jumps 200 + 30 + 6 = 236 

n = 236 

 



 


